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PRESS RELEASE  

For immediate release

January 14, 2011… The month of February has been declared “National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month”. For this month, the Domestic Violence Center (DVC) and Carolyn Brown are proud to present “RESPECT” Teen Month 2011! The month of events and activities is designed to increase awareness of the issue of Teen Dating Violence and to educate the community’s teens about healthy relationships. 

· Studies show that one in four girls between the ages of twelve and nineteen has been in an abusive relationship. 
· In DVC’s own direct work with teens, it is apparent that lack of respect is a serious issue in relationships. RESPECT forms the base of positive and enriching relationships, unfortunately, it is a concept and behavior that is all too often lacking in teen relationships with their peers. DVC’s goal is to bring RESPECT into the forefront and help teens view themselves and others in a way that is RESPECTFUL and positive.
· DVC will focus on promoting the idea of RESPECT during this month and will hold several awareness raising activities.
· Wednesday, February 2nd: Kick-off RESPECT Month by attending a fundraiser (for 21 years old and up only) at 87 West Wine Bar in Crocker Park from 7pm-9pm. Tickets are $35 and include appetizers, wine & beer. Bid on auction items and enjoy a great evening as we help raise awareness of Teen Dating Violence and Abuse! 
· Saturday, February 5th: Get your tickets now to watch the Cleveland Cavaliers take on the Portland Trailblazers at Quicken Loans Arena. The arena will be lit up with purple as each guest will receive a purple glow stick upon entering. Come watch as Teen Leaders from the Cleveland area are recognized during pre-game for being outstanding peer leaders! Help us bring awareness to the community about Teen Dating Violence with a great night at the Q.  
· Friday, February 18th: Experience Fashion Week in Cleveland at the Nordstrom Teen Fashion Presentation at Beachwood Place Mall – Teens will have the chance to view an exclusive fashion show, have their picture taken upon entering, and take part in other fun, exciting activities. “V.I.P” Tickets are $30 and include dinner at the Nordstrom Café, reserved seating, and a Goodie Bag from Nordstrom! General Seating is $10. Dinner begins at 6:00pm sharp / show starts at 7:00pm. This is a can’t-miss event for Teens!
· Carolyn Brown has been involved with the Domestic Violence Center for the past several years and has previously served as honorary co-chair for the Break the Silence luncheon and the Mask-or-Aid Ball.  She is passionate about the prevention of domestic violence and abuse, and has generously donated her time, talents and expertise to put on this outstanding month!

· Domestic Violence Center is the only agency in Cuyahoga County devoted wholly towards preventing and ending domestic violence.  DVC is a non-profit organization whose mission is to empower individuals, promote justice, and mobilize the community so that all people are free from violence and abuse in their relationships and homes.  DVC operates a 24-hour helpline, safe shelter, counseling, justice system advocacy, youth programming, Ujima program, supervised visitation, Latina project and community education. DVC is a member of Community Shares and United Way.
Visit www.domesticviolencecenter.org for tickets or more information or please contact Molly at the Domestic Violence Center (216.688.7230). All events are advance ticket sales only.
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